
Mr Matt Anderson PSM 
Director 
Australian War Memorial 
CANBERRA ACT 2600  

Dear Matt (if I may) 

I am writing to you as President of Defending Country, representing a wide network of 
concerned Australians, including First Australians. As you know, for several years we 
have been lobbying the Memorial’s staff, Council members, as well as MPs, to ensure 
that the Memorial’s presentation and commemoration of the Australian Wars is 
historically justified and ethically responsible.  

We have come to believe that continued disputation on this important national question 
serves no one’s interests; not the Memorial’s, and certainly not those of Australians of 
any background who care about the interpretation and commemoration of the conflict 
that coincided with the settlement of our continent.  

Some of the options we have proposed have attracted favourable bipartisan comment. 

We set out these options for discussion here. Summarised, they comprise: 

1. rename ‘Pre-First World War Gallery West’ as ‘The Australian Wars Gallery’; 

2. move New Zealand and the Sudan into Gallery East; 

3. add the words ‘Australian Wars’ to the names of Australian war theatres above 
the Pool of Reflection; and 

4. add a panel to the Roll of Honour, acknowledging that between 20,000 and 
100,000 died in the Australian Wars.  

We sent a link to the above post to Council Chair Kim Beazley, noting our intention to 
seek a meeting with you. We were much encouraged by his response, dated 2 July:  

Decisions on the matters you raised are ultimately for the Council advised by those 
given responsibility for displays and development. All very conscious of the trust placed 
in them for our foremost location of remembrance. We note ideas not directions. 
Hopefully that is understood. 

Other options may be possible and could be explored through discussion and 
negotiation: as Mr Beazley recognised, we seek to propose ‘ideas’ and not to impose 
‘directions’. 

Given that the Memorial’s treatment of the Australian Wars will be influenced by the 
composition of the Council after appointments in September, a meeting between 
representatives of the Memorial and of Defending Country in, say, early October could 
be productive, on a date and at a venue to be mutually agreed. 

https://www.defendingcountry.au/news/options-for-australian-wars-recognition-at-the-australian-war-memorial


We believe that further antagonism is in no party’s interests, and hope that you will 
respond favourably to this constructive, conciliatory, and confidential approach.   

I am copying this letter to Mr Beazley. 

Defending Country looks forward to your favourable response. As I am presently 
overseas conducting fieldwork for a future book, I would appreciate you also replying to 
Dr David Stephens at info@defendingcountry.au. 

Yours faithfully 

 

10 August 2025 

 

mailto:info@defendingcountry.au

