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Dear Professor Stanley,

Thank you for your correspondence and your suggestions in relation to the representation of 
frontier conflicts at the Australian War Memorial.

In September 2022, the Memorial’s Council committed to expand the depiction and presentation of 
frontier violence in the Memorial’s galleries. The depiction of frontier violence in the Memorial’s 
galleries has been in place for many years, including in the previous Colonial galleries. These 
Colonial galleries conveyed the 19th century history of men from Australian colonies serving in 
British campaigns in New Zealand, the Sudan, China and South Africa and a small number of 
works depicting frontier violence. This gallery has been removed temporarily due to construction 
works for the Development project and will be reinstated as the Pre-1914 gallery representing 
these themes and service. The Chair, The Hon Kim Beazley, has spoken of the need and 
opportunity to highlight the ‘dignity of resistance’ shown by First Nations’ peoples throughout these 
conflicts.

The team responsible for the development of this gallery has not yet been established. The 
Memorial plans to stand up this team once the new Anzac Hall galleries have been completed and 
the team will be informed by five advisory groups including Veterans and Indigenous and Torres 
Strait Islander Groups.

The content development will take a best-practice approach including surveys and focus groups 
with First Nations communities, the general public and other Memorial stakeholders. Advice will be 
sought from the Memorial’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Group on community 
engagement processes and content. The final content will be confirmed through an interpretive 
design process and First Nations families whose stories are being shared will be directly consulted.

Thank you also for the other suggestions you have made in your recent correspondence. They will 
be considered along with other factors as we work towards the realization of the Pre-1914 
Galleries and our commitment to recognise frontier wars more broadly and deeply at the Australian 
War Memorial.

Yours sincerely,

Here is their spirit, in the heart of the land they loved; and here we guard the 
record which they themselves made. c.E.w. Bean
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