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This is the story of James Brack ¢MJar hero, our hero; family man; my
grandfather,my Pa.Heknewme from the dayl wasborn,and| knewhimtill
the day he died.

StevenHurren









Jamed®Brack(Jim)wasborn on 10 May 1888in Mansfield,Victoria;to parents
William and Mary (nee McKinnon). Following his schooling, his time in the
workforcewaswith the PostMasterD S y' S Répéartténtin country Victoria,
including his birthplace of Mansfield and in Warburton, where he met his
future wife Frances Lillian Downey (born 20 May 1891); who was a teacher
serving in areas of country Victoria, includiZgrburton which was her place
of birth and home town.




The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria on 28 June 1914
triggered a chain of events that resulted in World War I. At this point, Europe
was atthe brink of war,with Germany sidingvith AustriaHungary andRRussia
sidingwith the Serbians. On28 July1914AustriaHungary(with the backingof
Germany) declared war on Serbf@aermany then declared war on Russia on 1
August, and on France on 3 August.

On4 August,Germantroops marchedon Franceandthe route they took went
through Belgium; and since Britain had agreed to maintain the neutrality of
Belgium, they immediately declared war on Germafg.part of the British
Empire, Australia was now at war.

Jimvolunteered to enlist in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 19 August
1914at the ageof 26. Hewasthe 706" volunteer.Hisenlistmentasa Sapper
(Regimental Number 27) with thé'Division Signal Company was 15 days
after the declaration of war, ahnine days after recruiting for the AlF
commenced. He and Lil were already engaged to be married at this time.

To my Dearest

with allmyLove

with BestWishesi | WIS @2 A Nk Jim25/9/14



After initial training, Jim embarked froMelbourne on 20 October 1914 and
then from King George Sound Albany on 1 November 1914 on the transport
shipHMATKarrooA1l0boundfor Englandandthen acrosshe EnglisniChannel

to France, but the ships were ordered to disembark the force in Egypt. The
ships docked at Alexandria on 3 December 1914. From 4 December 1914 till
March 1915 the troops of the AIF trained at British military camps around
Cairo.

T
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Sapper Brack at training camp n Egypt

On 5 April 1915,%1Division Signals Company, First Division Engineers (AlIF),
within which Jim Brack was a Sapper, joined the Mediterranean Expeditionary
Force (MEF) in Egypt in preparation to seize the Gallipoli peninsula. During
trainingin Egyptthe AustraliansandNewZealandersvere combinedinto one
corpsg the AustralianandNewZealand Armyorps Commandedy aBritish
Indian Army officer, Lieutenas@eeneral William Birdwood, these men were
soon known as 'thé&nzacs'.



Early on the morning of 25 April 1915, Allied forces landed on the Gallipoli
peninsula in Ottoman Turkeythe invasion being to eliminate Turkish forces
and open up the Dardanelles for the passage of the Navy to attack
Constaninople (now Istanbul). Troopsof the AustralianandNewZealandArmy
Corps (ANZAC) landed north of Gaba Tepe (Kabatepe) headland, on a beach
later called 'Anzac Cove'. Jim was part of the Engineering Corps that landed in
the second wave of the assault omat is now known as Anzac Day.

T Division settling on the Beach, 10am 25" April 1915



Fighting in the landings and early battles resulted in heavy casualties on both
sides. The unhygienic conditions for soldiers on Gallipoli caaesgalus

ilinesses. As the campaign moved aren were evacuated because of illness
and as a result of wounds sustained during the conflict. Jim contracted malaria
on 6 November 1915 and was evacuated on the Hospital[3#tato

Alexandria on 21 Novemb@©15 for treatment at No 17 British General
Hospital, being discharged on 8 December. He was a first day Anzac, served at
Gallipoli for seven months and was only evacuated from the offensive due to
hisillness.Toendthe Gallipolicampaignfrom late Decanbertill earlyJanuary,

the remnantsof the MediterraneanExpeditionaryForce(MEF)wvere evacuated

in a masterful secret withdrawal operation.

During his time at Gallipoli Jim transferred from tieivision Signal
Companyto DivisionaHeadQuarterson 2 May 1915,waspromotedto
Corporal on 27 July 1915, and to Sergeant on 17 August 1915.

Sergeant Brack returned to duty in Alexandria on 1 February 1916, and was
transferred to the & Division Signal Company at th2 AIF camp at TeiF

Kebir, Egypton 6 March1916. On 2June 191éhe embarked fromAlexandria

on the HMTKingstoniarbound for the port city of Marseilles, France, where
hejoinedthe BEFon 10 Junel916. Or25 July1916he wascommissioned®"
Lieutenant.

LieutenantBrackwastransferredto 47" Infantry Battalionad Xh6 C A Sii R €
France on 28 July 1916. The Battalion relocating to Albert (the main town
behind the lines for the Allies on the 1916 Somme battlefields) at the
beginning of August.



On 7 August 1916 the #7elieved the 48 in the newly won trenches at
Pozieres, and it was in turn relieved by the survivors of tHefid@ days later.
This was the 4Tfirst experience of war. The #then entered the lines in

front of Mouquet Farmwith the rest of the 4™ Divisionon 30 August1916. The
Battle of Mouquet Farm was a significant (and bloody) operation and part of
the Battle of the Somme. On 5 September 1916 the 4th Division was relieved
by the Canadians. The Australiarever captured the farm and suffered many
casualties during the operation.

On 14 September 1916 thé Division moved to Belgium, fighting at the
northern end of the Ypres salient. At the end of October the Division moved
back to the small village of Deacourt for training, located near the township
of Albert in the Somme, and the 4Battalion was back fighting in the front

line at Bernafay Wood from 12 November until it was relieved on the night of
19 November (the day after the official end of then8ne Offensive) and

moved into switch trenches till 3 December. Training then resumed at
Dernancourt and Flesselles for the remainder of December. However, Brack
had been admitted to the 38Casualty Clearing Station on 18 November and
then evacuated tohe 8" General Hospital in Rouen on 20 November. He was
dischargedrom hospitalon 26 Novemberandtransferredto the 4" Australian
Divisional Base Depot at Etapbesd then to the Reinforcement Camp on 29
November. He rejoined the 4Battalion on 16 December.

The 47 moved to Guedecourt and into the front line in January 1917, to be
relieved on 24 February™Lieutenant Brack was promoted to Lieutenant,

47" Battalionon 9 Februaryl917.(Hewasat that time detachedfor duty to 4
Division Signal Company from 8 January to 20 March.) From 24 February and
well into March, the # Division pursued the withdrawing Germans until they
stopped behind the prepared dences of the Hindenburg Line, near the small
village of Bullecourt.

Anattackwaslaunchedon Bullecourton 11 April 1917by the 4th Australian

and 62nd British Divisions. The attack was a humiliation and resulted in

disaster, and &atastrophe for the % Division, which suffered severely and
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achievement in breaking in to the Hindenburg Line.



Alexandeldmlayhadtransferredassecondn commandof the 47" Battalion
on 7 January 1917, and promoted to lieutenant colonel on 2 May.

The4 7" spentthe weeksfollowingthe disasterat Bullecourtrebuildingand by
4 May reinforcementshad broughtthe divisionbackup to full strength.Bythe
end of May tle Australians were planning for the Messines offensive.

On 7 June the Australian infantry attacked on the Western Front near the
village of Messines in West Flanders, Belgium, spearheaded by'the 47
Battalion. Despite the fierce fighting, heavy casuala@d the loss of officers,

the depleted4 7" reachedits final objectiveof the Oosttaverne_inelate on the
same afternoon. Success had been costly, but it had been decisively won, and
the 47" was relieved on the night of 12 June. Lieutenant Brack was promoted
to Captain on 20 July 1917.

TheBattle of Messinesvashoweveronly a preliminaryoperationto clearthe
flank for the great thrust that was to be made presently from Ypres.
NeverthelessMessinesvasfar more than a subsidiaryfight, it wasa
revelation.

After Messines, the Allied forces launched their assault around the Belgian
town of Ypres, which began on 31 July 1917. They initially made significant
progress, but slowed over the netewvo months in the face of rain and fierce
German resistancdll five Australian divisions took part in this, the Third
Battle of Ypreswhichwasin fact a seriesof battlesculminatingin the Battle of
Passchendaele.



Australians  moving over the checkboards at dusk, Ypres 1917.

On 26 September the™Division led an infantry advance in the Battle of
Polygon Wood where they secured their objectives with little difficulty, and
thwarted several counteattacks to consolidate their gain. With fewer
casualtiesandfresherthan expectedthe Divisionremainedin the front line

and was part of the attack that completed the occupation of Broodseinde
Ridge by 4 October, thus protecting the southern flank of the Allied line and
permitting attacks on Passchendaele Ridge.

On 11 October the 47marched to their jumping off point in front of
Zonnebeke Orderswerereceivedfor the attackon PasschendaelRidge and
at 5.20amon 12 Octoberthe Battalionlaunchedtheir attackup KeilbergSpur,
on the right of the YpreRoulers railway, with their objége being Assyria.



Despitethe deplorableconditions the troops madeexcellentprogresswith no
fighting up to Decoy Wood, almost half way to their objective. Moving out
from the very boggy Decoy Wood toward the low crest beneath the eiltdg
Passchendaele, the men of the™@ame under fire from the pillboxes known

as Vienna Cottage on the left and Assyria on the right. They later stormed and
captured their objective Assyria, and dug in and organised the defence.

Ypres -Roulers railway, where the 4 " Australian Division ad vanced on 12 October
from Defy Crossing dthe furthest point reached by the Australians in the series of
advances made by them in the Third Battle of Ypres.

By 4pm the enemy was attacking from Assyria Ridge with our troops falling
back fighting a reargudraction down the YpreRoulers railway passing
through Defy Crossing and on further south. Colonel Imlay personally took
commandat the front line anddirectedoperationsof the 47". Asthe Battalion
withdrew Colonel Imlay was severely wounded by sfigdlat Broodseinde,

with Captain Brack dressing his wounds and carrying him from the field, and
subsequently taking command of the Battalion. As night fell th®iision

was back on its staline, at the end of a truly disastrous day.



Ypres -Roulers railway cutting now part of walk that follows
near Deffy Crossing the old track from Zonnebeke to
Passchendaele via Defy Crossing

The fighting continued for the next two days, with the Battalion relieved at
7.30pm on 14 October, relocating to canal eugs at Ypres. In the days
followingthe battle, Brackpreparedthe awardrecommendationsyhichtold

of the tragic course of thbattle and the bravery of the men who fought it.
CaptainBrackwashimselfrecommendedor the awardof Military Cross.




Theviciousfighting had takenplacein the mostappallingof waterlogged
conditions, whichhelpedrender the name Paskendaele a synonyrfor
slaughter.

The Ypres -Roulers rail embankment the afternoon of the attack of 12 October 1917.

Immediatelyafter Passchendaelthe 47" enjoyeda period of restat campsin
the Somme area of France for the rest of 1917, with Brack continuing in
temporary command for the rest of October.

In earlyJanuaryl918the Battalionwasbackat Ridgewoodcampin Belgium,
before relieving on the front line adjacent to Ypres oRebruary.

From 8 till 26 January Captain Brack was detachedtdBtgjade HQ as
AssistaninstructionOfficer,andfrom 3 till 10 Marchto the AustCorpsGas
School.

On26 Marchthe 4™ Divisionmarched34 kilometresfrom Beaumetzowards
Amiens to hgd stem the tide of the German Sprimdfensive betweermncre
and Somme, being the First Battle of Dernancourt. The subsequent fighting



aroundthe railwayline andthe town wasintense,with the 47" sufferingheavy
casualties since arriving, and being relieved on the night of 29 March,
reorganising in reserve. They returned to the front line on 2 April.

By 4 April the outpost line on the railway adjacent to Dernancourt was the
main line of defence. The fighting over this week fell hardest on tie #ig
numericallyweakestbattalionin the line, andthe oneto bearthe full force of

the heaviest attaclkever made against Australian troops during WWI. On 5
April the Germans break through at the railway underpass, and the front line
of the 47" is shattered and their support lines overrun. However, they had
fought a titanic struggle over eight days and,wtite other units of the %
Division, decisively halted the German drive on Amiens in what must be
regarded as one of the most important Australian victories ever. The city of
Amiens had not fallen.

On 1 May the 47 was ordered to relieve the 46Battdion in the front line at
VillersBretonneux, the village having been recaptured on the night e224
April. The Battalion had now reduced to only 16 officers and 306 men, and on
5 May the difficult and long avoided decision was made to disband the 47
Battalion. In the two years the Battalion had fought (820 days from 3 March
1916 till 31 May 1918), 661 men were killed and 1,564 wounded (one of the
highestcasualty rates ithe AIF). Irtotal 2591men servedn the 47", (Atthat

time a battalion normajyl consisted of 1023 men.) The"™7ad begun as the

first AlFbattalionregroupedandreformedin Egyptfollowingthe failure of the
Dardanelles campaign (Gallipoli).

On 26 May 1918 Captain Bragks transferred from the disbanded 47
Battalionto the 46" Battalion,andon 28 May wasappointedAdijutantof that
Battalion.

After their success at Amiens and Vill&®tonneux, in June the Allies began
to preparefor their own offensive,conductinga seriesof smallscaleadvances
GKAOK 0SOIFYS (y26y a aLISIFOS LISYSGNF a7

On 4 July the®®Division provided the bulk of the assaulting force for the
victory at the Battle of Hamel. It has been stated that the offensive
commencindl8 July1918isregardedasthe turning point of the GreatWar.



During this final Allied offensive, on 8 August, th& Battalion played an
activerole, includingfightingin the Battle of Amiens lts final attackof the war
commencedn 18 Septemberagainstthe outpostsof the HindenburgLine.By
the end of the day the Australians broke through the German defences and
secured the Hindenburgutpost line,overlooking the main Hindenburg Line.

TheBattalionthen remainedout of the line until the armigice cameinto effect
on 11 November 1918. The Battalion was disbanded in April 1919.

CaptainBracktransferredto UnitedKingdomon leaveon 24 Decemberl918,
to serve at No 4 Command Depot, Hurddotim 13 March 1919, and then
from 16 May as Captain of the Sports Section Administration at AlF
Headquarters in London.

HerepresentedAustraliain the AlFRifleTeamcompetingat Bisley inJuly1919.
Australia came second to Britain in each of the KateCup, MacKinnon Cup
and the Empire Match. Jim Brack had the highest individual score of all
competitors from all countries in the Kolapore Cup. Australia also won the
ColonialPrizeagainsiother Dominionswith Jimachievinghe highestscorefor
Australia. In the individual events Jim competed in the Challenge Cup (coming
5th with the highest score for an Australian), Armourers Company, Daily
TelegraphCityof London,StockExchangeGraphic AlexandraandtheY A y 3 Q a
Prize.

Followinghistime at Bisley he was grantedeavefrom 31 July1919till the
time of his departure from the United Kingdom.



General Birdwood congratulating Captain Brack
for the highest individual  score in the Kolapore Cup at Bisley.
(note cigarette hidden behind his back)
Looking on are the Captain of the Australian  Team,
Lieutenant Colonel Beardsmore and the
Adjutant,  Captain Findlay.



On9 August 1919 CaptaBrack was struck off strengdndembarkedon His
a | 2 S dransmtdCeramidn Liverpoolboundfor Australiaperthingat Port
Melbourne on 27 September. (His AIF appointment was terminated on 26
November 1919.)

Amerel0daysafter returningto Australiansoilafter anabsenceof 4 yearsll
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hometown (and place of birth) of Warburton, Victoria on 7 October 1919. She

had waited for her fiancé all those years.

Mr andMrs JameBracklivedin Warburton,where Jimresumedwork with the
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children; Robert William (born 15 November 1921), Thomas James (born 16
September 1924) and Joan Estelle (born 27 February 1926). Jim was a member

of the Post andl'elegrajh Rifle Cluandshot at Williamstown, in 192Winning

the VRA (Victorian Rifle Association) District Union Teams Event.



TheBrackfamilymovedto Canberran Septembed927.Theylivedat Higgins
Crescent, Ainslie where the children grawvand went to school, and Jim
worked in the Australian Public Service.

Uponarrivalin Canberra,Jame®rackjoinedthe CanberraRifleClub(CRCand
became Captain on 21 December 1927, an Office he held continuously until
July 1934 when he retired from the Club. During this time he was also a
Handicapper and Team selector. His prowess with the rifle was indicated by
the fact that he was Club Charopifrom 1927/28 to 1933/34 inclusive.

Jim also took part in a number of Kings Prize meetings in both Sydney and
Melbourne. The King's Prize eluded him, but he had a number of top thirty

finishes notablywinningNSWKing'sbadgedor 10thin 1930and 24thin 1932.

In retiring from active shooting at theéanberra Rifle Cludim said that he was
R2Ay3 a2 akba KS KIR OKASOSR gKIFG KS |
Jimwaselectedthe first Life Memberof CRGn July1953andright up till his

death in 1979 maintained an interest in the Club, being at various times
Patron, President and a Vié&esident.

w{ 0S3SYy | dzNNBy F2ftft26SR Ay KAA 3INIYRTI
the Canberra Rifle Club from 2001 to 20Diring this period{ 0 S@Sy Q&
achievements in open class included winning the ACT championship (2002),

the Riverina championship (twice), and the Tumut 1,000 yards championship

(twice). Hewasalsoa memberof the Committee,andis a VicePresidentg (in

honour of Jim Brack)].

Jim was a founding member, and on the Foundation Committee of the
CanberreReturned 2 f RQIUSIMNIRID. TheClubbecamethe CanberraClub

in 1948. He became the first Life Member in 1943, and was Club President in
1932, 1934 and 1935, then from 19451951.



He was also a founding member@anberra City Bowling Club1930,
Presidentl945to 1947andelectedlife memberin 1957,andlater became
Patron.

DuringWorld War ll, Jame®Brackservedasa Major (Servic&No N393899)with

the 21st Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps as the Commanding Officer,
Canberra and surrounding area. His service was from 9 February 1943 till 29
September 1945.

Major James Brack
Commanding  Officer
Volunteer Defence Corps, Canberra



FollowingWW 11 Jim workedn the PublicServicewith the Primea A Y A & 0 SN &
Department, and subsequently with the Department of External Territories
reaching the level of Assistant Secretary, from where he retired in 1951.

By1950all three of the Brackchildrenwere marriedadultsandno longerliving

with their parents. JinandLil movedrom Ainslieto agovernmenthouseat 69

Ormond Street Turner. In that year Joan married Bert Hurren and they were
allocated a government house at 46 Froggatt Streeh@&yrwhich was one
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and Bert and Joan purchased these respective homes.

Jim and Lil on Joan and Bert Hu r r e wédding day
21 January 1950

In 1965 Joan and Bert, and Jim arnidsold their respective houses in Turner
and together purchased a house with a flat underneath at 8 Yarrow Place
h Q/ 2 ywhegbath familiescouldlive (separatelyput effectivelytogether).



Ma and Pa at Yarrow Place 81965

JimandLillivedthere happily for theremainderof their lives. Lil passingway
on 10Junel971(aged80)andJimon 12 Novemberl979(aged91l). Bothdied
peacefully.



n Peace

Rest




Appendix

Pa at my wedding to Joy Gabel

9 September 1978

SteveHurren
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lo the Stateol Victoria. lo the Commonwealth ol Australia.

FOURTH SCHEDULE. ACTS ~NoL 1 o.nd Z':'.-FOIUM B,

CERTIFICA'':E OF IVIARRIAGE. ( B
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Children by
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Register.
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by-;iermissioll7If -Esq:, J:P.), and after declaration, duly
madeas by law required[!l -11Q-with th& writ.tea 1

- day of Cgc-/ 1, /9 A'
Cr :

Signatureof Mini,tcr, Governmffit Statul,} >
or Rtgistrar of Jfarri a g -- . R
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,L I HALIAN CAPITAL | cRR IOR)

of 8,r/11. DearhsalldMarr,age:,Ordllralice |vy,-,3 Regitrallon No.

REGISTER OF DEATHS

PtRSONAL PARI!CUL \K Of DEC.tASED

I (a) Full nai, Jamee BRACK

(b) O<:,up,wn Public Servant

(c) Usualplaceof res,dene 8 Yarrow Place O'Connor A.C.T.
2. Dateand place of death 12 November 1979 Royal CanberraHosptal. A.C.T.
J. Sexandag< Male, 91 years
4. (a) Placeof borlh Mansfield. Vic.

(b) LenKtnof rcs,dencen Australia Life
5. Coriugalstatus Widower
6. If marned-

(a) Placeof marnage Warburton  Vic.

(b) Ageat mariiage 31 yea-s

(c) Towhom married FrancestLillian -

(d) Namesand agesl hvrngissuern order of birth  Robet William, 57, ThomasJames 55;
Joan Estelle J2

(el Numberol issuedead Males - Femaks. -

MEDICAL PARTICULARS

7. Cawseof deah (@) Pneumonia  (b) Pulmonary oedena

8. Duration of fatalill ness (a) 2 days (b) 2 days

9. (@) Nameof medicalpracutionerwho furnisnedceruficate oldeamanu Dr. Hughes

(b) whonhel.ul sawdeceased 12 November 197)

PARENTS OF DECEASED

10. Father- Full name William McKeeven BRAC,:

Occupdion Farmer
11. Mother- Full 1118 denname Marv  Allan McKU,otl

PERSON FURNISHING PARTICULARS

12.(a) Name Thoma:; James BJJICK
(b) Occupallon llot staf.ed
(c) Placeol res,dence 59 Cook :1tre t llaulkdiam llills. N.SW.
PARTICULARS Of BURIAL/CREMATION
13. Deceased butlell/crematedon 15ovember 1979 at Norwood Park Crematorium A.C.T.
by M.J. Higgins
14. Nameand religionof Muustei pruent Rev. J. wecdtil. Und viang Church
15. Names of witnessesof\lliUll /cremdlon  W. S. Rinf(llhaw K.C. Morrie
Registredat Canberra . tiu.s 16th day of ,,overober 19 79

Ifr111srrar of Birrhs. Dearfisalld Ma"iages

J, 1Jall ¢ ..o011n .." \1', t Jfrwist.rar of Hirt.ha, Deahs
AUSTAALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY and Marr 1a.J.,ucl,.,I 1 n...._trdllan t.:apit.ul T r.ritor y,
REGISTRAROF I, reby c,u-tily tllat tho, 1,Lcvtt In true c,,py of oil entry

‘n afeei A} tnd mt:.
BIRTHS, DEATHS & MARRIAGES } Lo

tr,l I y cl Novt>mbcr 179




James Brack

Mary McKinnon

Born 1859, Died 1941

William Brack
Born 1850, Died 30 Aug 1936

Frances Downey

Born 20 May 1891, Died 10
Jun 1971

James Brack

Born 10 May 1888, Died 12
Nov 1979

Robert Brack
Born 15 Nov 1921, Died 11

Thomas Brack
Born 16 Sep 1924, Died 7 Jun
1984

Joan Brack
Born 26 Feb 1927, Died 9 Mar

2020
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With Best Love from Jim
17/7/17
France
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Recommendation for award ®dilitary Cross
Recommendatiorior awardof Military Cross
Notes on award of Military Cross
Letterof congratulationdrom GeneraBirdwood
Anzac Medallion
Service and medals display
The(unawarded)GallipoliStar

47" Battalion badge



Recommendation

16/10/17

12" Australian Infantry Brigade 4™ AustralianDivision

47" Bn

Captain James BRACK

AtPASSCHENDARIBGIBN 12 October1917CaptainBracktook
command of Battalion when his Commanding Officer became a
casualtyHedressechis/ 2 f 2 ydbridsd@derveryheavyshell

fire and carried him to a dugout. He made personal
reconnaissance of the sector under heavy fire of all calibres, and
personally disposed troops to meet a threatened enemy attack.

Duringtour of duty Captiin BRACKy hisinitiative andorganising
ability, cheery disposition and devotion to duty, carried out his
duties in a most efficient manner.

M.C.recommendedby CaptainCA Symons.

(signed)

J C Robertson
BrigadieiGeneral
Commanding 2" AustBrigade

Honouror Awardc¢ Card



Recommendation

1/3/18

12" Australian Infantry Brigade 4™ AustralianDivision

47" Bn

Captain James BRACK

For conspicuous good service and ability in the field as Signalling
Officer,andlater in commandof a CompanyDuringthe October
fighting near Zonnebeke he did excellent work in the temporary
command of his Battalion.

Throughouthisservicesincel914he hasservedwithout abreak

and has displayed consistent energy and zeal. His work as a
company commander has been specially marked by coolness in
action and care for the men.

Periodcoveredfrom 23 Septemberl917to 25 Februaryl918.

M.C.recommendedy BrigadierGeneralCommandind. 2" Aust
Inf. Brigade.

(signed)
SGSinclaiMacLagan

Major General
Commanding" AustDivision

Honour or Award; Military Cross



Noteson awardof Military Cross

Awardedfor anactor actsof exemplarygallantryduringactiveoperations
against the enemy on land, to captains or officers of lower rank.

CaptainJamed®Brack waswice recommendedor the awardof Military Cross

in WWI. The first time was in October 1917 immediafeliowing the

infamous Passchendaele Ridge battle of 12 October 1917, and the second
recommendatiornwasin March1918.Hewasgrantedad O 2N o the first
occasion, and awarded a MC the second time.

Both recommendations greatly emphasised the evesuisounding his

temporary command of the 47Battalion. It is therefore surmised that the
guota system for the award of medals that was in place in WWI was the issue
that affectedthe first recommendatiomot progressingo aformal award,and

a second sisequent recommendation made that was granted.



Letterof congratulationdrom GeneraBirdwood




AnzadViedallion

fo surviving — members

Awarded

of the Australian Forces
who served on the Galljpoli

Peninsula



Jm B r a c knédals, Anzac Medallion,
and odog tagso



