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Honest History venture three 

3, and about the need for contestability in history 

he wrote that ‘those who refuse to participate’ in 

essence.4

5

Gallipoli that Australians have had 

Anzac: The Unauthorised Biography 

read as prescriptive.6

We go to Rio: questioning received war history

David Stephens
Honest History 

www.honesthistory.net.au.1

It seems appropriate in an Olympic year to use athletic analogies. Here we apply these analogies to 
an uniquely Australian event – questioning the Anzac-based received version of our war history. This 

particularly in 2

7

We honour the dead, too, if we inquire about the 

of the questions Honest History’s Alternative Guide 
Guide exhorts readers 

and after it, about the conscription referenda, industrial 

and the police state built around the War Precautions 
Act. The Guide
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“Anzac may be a secular religion for some of 
us but it is not the established church; those 

its adherents respect but they should not be 
required to join them at the altar.”

point of view’.8

issues.

Boxing intelligently

events Honest History contests, events that could be 

Honest History

nation has its story. This is our 
story’, as the Australian War 

say, ‘Australia was the social 
laboratory of the world prior 

does not depend on bloodshed. In the Alternative Guide 
we point out that the qualities depicted in the Napier 

Honest History enterprise. We 

Honest 
History

bout in the ‘history wars’ plays into the hands of 
those who see history as a set of facts to be learned or 

celebrate that.

Staying the course

of Honest History’s Alternative Guide

could help it to happen:
• Honest History

Alternative Guide and 

Guide has been downloaded 

Honest History website.
• 

9 

and Border Protection: new arrivals, particularly 

10

• 

Alternative Guide

Guide
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